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;-::_cco.-·c ()n ~?t;i.-:divl;;.-3i_un ·,•, ·~:::;, 11 =··~·o:.: ~1.~-e G:·2.?-: -(~ ., .. _y E,._-::~_C(JD, C:t'-tr: 

June 1'7, 1983, concerning the effect ~us.~ r.:·.s---~6:::--s.-S-f.i-fe--Eini;: 

Company tailings dump at ~ilan, New ~exico, ~s ~av1ng upon th­

s~ol~nj ~s~e~ Stlpply for ·the dc:~cstic ~e~l2 that se~ve th~ 

;:_~u:-·1·o·_;:tdj Lt::, cor:-,•·1~:.ni tic;3. 

The elev2.ted levels of selenium caused by the I-1o~est2.ke taiJ.ir.,€2 

dump in that area is so dangerous to the population of tho~ 

communi ties that bottled water is being provideC to the "Psider,~~­

ana another source of domestic supply is being provi~ed fo: 

:--esi.C0:1ts o: t.he s;1_~,ro1;r,:Ji:r;f:, comounitics. Th-'lt cont?~J::i:L':i·~i.on oft~_ .. 

grotl;~d wat2~ stlprly is of sc~ious concern ta this P~:Eblo, t·::~a~. 

-'_:;';~je fi:'CUnd ·,\·~"0'.3:-' c.i'::ecjced is :f!aY't of the sll"....l.Vi·J.:: o: t}JC ;,:;::_0 ;:: 

Jose. ~he alluvium of that ~ive~ is also the sou~ce of our donestic 

'n·ater supr:ly, and even though 'o1 e are losated 12 to 15 miles 

do'dnst:--c2m :rom tt1e communi ties in q_ucstion, tflat co;;t2_min:-:-~tr::d y,·c!ts~ 

is ob'.ri01)Sly i:toving through the alliviiJ 11': ~-n on:-- di::--8ction. It .l. 

only a ~atter of time until we will be ~ffeci;Gd unless the ~Httcr i~: 

cleaned up. 'rr1 e have inSJJected the site, and O~l.r con~.~ern has 

increc..sed. 
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·ob '. ~'r:l :-.:o"s b : en oUu it ten Lo tLe :~~~·r: J.:·: ·: '.\;,) ".t: • . . ·,: 

D . . . ( v·'D) 
J. '/1:31.011 ...J .l . 

,-1. c;<'2 · · · u.~ col)j_e!:o of t lw ~ :i:~:i'l,~ ('. -,._. •.:· ' :· "'~-·'--':~-:::nt ··;it:l l' .1:: 

. ! 1 ~:. C,) ~'j' of "che u'l]. pl. P.ll S _' ()! ' Lhr~ ! ·,_: ·: •' 1 [-r~;,- up 1'-'C'6 ·"· ·; I 

:-... :-~vr t)"t,}~c::: .. dOClll!·~ nJ...,s th .;.l ~ (~)= i~ -, · .1 }'r};~ !"~ tJ·· ,· · r:..''J U .' :12t ·-'·il1 ~)'_t.., 

"l: e a c :; i o ~1 take ::1 by ~ h c B .P A o : · he }j I D 1 n ~;: ;_ ~5 . · •. ~ ~ · •:! t . 

We ~i ll appreciat~ ~J~r coope~ation 

:fo.·:!:<:> · i_or. 1 
pi'.~:~ , o, ~ fyjng us of Pny 

·ticj_1):;.~.J .t) ·-~ r~'.;l r. ~ -'!C })')tcnti al 

0 )J. : ... \·,· '3. ~ . l • "1 i ! ~: :_ ~\ ... . 

i n ~~- c ~~ \.~ i . ~ .~ 1 ~ ~:: - '; :~ ·:; :" [; 0 ll i ~ n t~ 

}-i P ~ ~ ~ ···, : \ ~ ~ ~j ·l., 'r, .: . C ~ · / C:: t - : 4 j ... 

\ -, ~ .-. I . \_! t () _• I ~ "' C' L) _) l . 1 i l .~ ._: I. ' j 

-.' 

0-c. :- In.::~.n ? ·.J cb lo e:<pects you:- age n c ~· ~ as the conce;'rh_~,; c.;....:_·~lc. y O[ 

t r. e 8 l E: - ~ G 0 '/ e ;· n r.:: f; !1 t ' t 0 f u l. ::- i 1 1 t fl :~ s tate 1 s i' c s r 0 n s i b i 1 i t y '., 0 

~:"' oJt:·.: ct ·l·l ... d);Gsv ~.:-~ 1~·-~ aJve;" ~-)~l_tpl ~y f:o·· th e to ): ic r:.f. ,~ ot:·1e .... · ... _ .~, :,_ 

:3ul:...;7.·.::. ~:.::::.3 .from this rTl ine ta.i.l"n,:,s ciu.'Il _o . In e.dd i tio:1 , · .. .-c r )\:,; ··· 

t:1c.e c. -·~ o t h -:= ::- L'lin ing activ iu i es i n this a:-ea ,,·hos e c:'fl1.~ c. n t i . 

being d ischarged i~to ar :-oyos a nd c re ek beds ~hich are t~ibu t~ ~y 

the ?io S::.n Jos e . That effluent , ove:- a p e riod o f ti rr;e 1 C '~ n d ~­

~ectly affect t he a l luvi um from which we d~a~ o~r dornes~ic an~ az-

r i c u l 't u"' 2!. \1 a t e r s tt p p l j~ e s . We r e f e :- p a r t i c u l a :-- l y t o 1 ~ P DES P e :· :: i 

:;v . ~ , ;.: -v~VjUoj iss11ed to the United l~uclea T" - I1o:n esta}:e Pa:-o. t ners P; in ~ 

lcca t e-:3. on a tributary of San Mateo Creek . \\·e s e 1ious l y qu e sti o r. 

··r~h e the:- the l i!L itat ions of that p e:--mit a:-e adequate t o protect c ... 

·~'·c.-v e ~ su~plies fr orr. future contamination si nc e that effluent rna: · 

it s way ~own that t~ i but a~y int o the Ri o San J ose . 

'~'~' '=' 8. s ~ t :·. 3. 'v y o '.l '"' o :·!:: ·..;r i t h the Bur e a u of Inc :. a. n h f fa i ~ s , Jl.l t · ' 1 q ue r c. 

J.. :-- e c. :U: ~ ~ c t o r , J.. l ·o u que r que J.. ~ e a 0 f f i c e , P.l b u q_ '1 e :- q u e , ! ; ·.: ·.,.; ~~ 2 .x : c c 1 .. , 

fulfilli ~g th e responsibil i t ie s of th e State to ward this Pueblo t c 

protect o u ~ wate r suppJ.ies fr om the adverse effec ts of a J.l toxic a n ~ 

unlawful degrad ation emanating from aJ.l the minin g acti viti ~ ­

i ~ e ntified a bove . 

Your response t o this matt e r and a exple:.nation of t h e s t e ps that ~·0 ~.; 

be 1 i e v e a:- e ad e qu a t e t o p :- o t e c t t h e qua 1 i t y o f o u 1 v.· a t e r supply 

·.,.; c u l d b e a p p r e c i a t e d . A c o p y of y o u r :- e s p on s e t o us s :iO u l d b e d i -

:-- s r::; t:; d t •) ou r at to::- no; y s : 0 ~ t e C a & 2 n c <: rJ. P . A . , 2 0 1 12 t h S t . N . 'to' • , 

-2 -
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